Gemstone Names and What They Are
	Incorrect Names
	Correct Classification

	*Chinese Amber
	Bakelite or pressed Amber

	Gutta Percha
	Resin from the Isonandra gutta tree

	Succinite
	old name for amber, esp. mined in former East Prussia (Poland)

	Tabasheer /Tabashir 
	Organic stone that forms in damaged nodes of bamboo plants

	
	

	
	

	Angelskin Coral
	Is a pale pink coral, from deep sea coral

	
	

	Gagate
	Jet

	
	

	Oriental Chrysolite
	Chrysoberyl or Sapphire

	
	

	African Jade
	Grossularite Garnet or Serpentine 

	American Jade
	translucent to opaque variety of vesuvianite; typically dark-green, olive-green, or grass-green

	California Jade
	Vesuvianite (Idocrase)

	Colorado Jade
	Amazonite

	Greenstone
	Nephrite Jade

	Honan Jade
	Steatite or Serpentine

	*Imperial Jade
	Emerald-green colored Jade

	Imperial Mexican Jade
	Dyed stalagmitic Calcite

	Indian Jade
	Aventurine quartz containing fuchsite mica

	Korean Jade
	Steatite, Serpentine, Bowenite , or paste

	Mexican Jade
	Dyed stalagmitic Calcite or green dyed onyx

	Mya yay
	Burmese (Myanmar) name for the highest quality translucent jadeite

	New Jade
	Bowenite

	Peking Jade 
	Green Glass or Nephrite Jade

	Shanghai Jade
	Steatite or Talc

	Soochow Jade
	Steatite or Serpentine

	South African Jade
	Grossularite Garnet

	Transvaal Jade
	Grossularite Garnet

	*White Jade
	Grossularite Garnet

	
	

	Colorado Lapis Lazuli
	Dark blue lapis lazuli (lazurite) from the Sawatch Range, CO

	Denim Lapis 
	a pale inexpensive variety of Lapis Lazuli that is from Chile the color of denim cloth due to calcite inclusions 

	German Lapis
	Dyed Jasper

	Italian Lapis
	Blue-dyed Jasper from Italy

	Swiss Lapis
	Dyed Cracked Quartz

	
	

	Inverall Sapphires
	Sapphire from Inverall, New South Wales

	Linde Star Sapphire /Linde stars
	Synthetic Star Sapphires

	*Padparadscha/ Padparadschah Sapphire
	Orange Sapphire

	*White Sapphire
	Synthetic White Sapphire

	Water Sapphire 
	Iolite

	
	

	Almandine Ruby
	A violet-colored magnesium Spinel

	Arizona Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Australian Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Balas Ruby
	Spinel

	Bohemian Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet or Rose Quartz

	California ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Cape Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Carbuncle
	Iron-aluminum dark red Garnet

	Cinnamon Stone
	Cinnamon-brown to orange Grossular Garnet

	Colorado Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Elie ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	*Goshenite
	colorless form of beryl

	Grape Garnet
	Rare, intense violet to purple-red Garnet

	Hessonite
	Cinnamon-brown to orange Grossular Garnet

	Montana Ruby
	Pyrope Garnet

	Rainbow Garnet
	Andradite Garnet

	Xalostocite
	Pink Grossular Garnet found in Xalostoc, Mexico

	
	

	Colorado topaz
	Topaz of a brownish-yellow color from Colorado or Quartz 

	EverGreen Topaz
	Deep green trademarked type of diffusion-treated Topaz 

	*Imperial Topaz
	Golden orange-yellow Topaz,  the most valuable type 

	Madeira Topaz
	Citrine Quartz

	Mystic Fire
	Topaz coated with an iridescent coating

	Mystic Topaz
	Topaz coated with an iridescent coating

	Nevada Topaz
	Obsidian

	Oriental Topaz
	Sapphire

	Rainbow Topaz
	Topaz coated with an iridescent coating

	Rio Grande Topaz
	Citrine Quartz

	Scotch Topaz
	Quartz

	Smoky Topaz
	Smoky Quartz

	
	

	Eilat/Elat/Ellat Stone
	Opaque green mineral is composed of azurite, malachite, turquoise, and chrysocolla is only found in King Solomon's copper mines on the Red Sea, near Eilat, Israel

	Old Rock Turquoise
	Persian (Iranian) turquoise term for very high quality turquoise

	Vienna Turquoise
	precipitate of aluminum phosphate (colored w/copper oleate)

	
	

	Hyacinth
	Orange-yellow, orange-red, or yellow-brown type of Zircon, Topaz or Grossular Garnet

	Jacinth
	Orange-yellow, orange-red, or yellow-brown type of Zircon

	Stemlite
	Blue Zircon

	
	

	
	

	Alaska Black Diamond 
	Hematite

	Arkansas Diamond
	Quartz, double-terminated from Arkansas

	Baffa Diamond
	Rock Crystal

	*Black Diamond
	Hematite

	Bohemian Diamond
	Rock Crystal

	*Canary diamonds
	Diamonds that have a deep yellow color

	Herkimer/ Middleville/Little Falls Diamond
	Quartz crystals found in Herkimer County, New York, USA

	Hot Springs Diamond
	Quartz

	Irish Diamond
	Rock crystal from Ireland

	Matura Diamond
	Zircon

	Mexican Diamond
	Quartz crystal

	Nevada Diamond
	Artificially-colored Obsidian

	
	

	African Emerald 
	Green Fluorspar that is mined in South Africa

	Brazilian Emerald
	Tourmaline

	Evening Emerald
	Peridot

	Inca Emerald
	Emerald that is mined in Ecuador

	Mascot Emerald
	Triplet stone

	Mogul Emeralds
	Emeralds owned by Indian moguls and were inscribed with sacred blessings.

	Night Emerald
	Peridot

	Oriental Emerald
	Sapphire

	Red Emerald
	Red Beryl (Bixbite)

	Trapiche Emeralds
	Emeralds that have a black, six-rayed Star within them, caused by black Carbon impurities

	Uralian Emerald
	Demantoid Garnet

	
	

	*Morganite
	Pink Beryl

	Oriental Aquamarine
	Sapphire

	
	

	Blue Malachite
	Azurite

	
	

	Mexican Onyx
	Aragonite or usually Calcite

	
	

	Soapstone
	Talc or Steatite

	
	

	Fool’s Gold
	Iron Pyrite

	Marcasite
	In jewelry it is Iron Pyrite

	Hemalyke
	Synthetic Hematite made by grinding up hematite, adding glue and press-molding it

	Hematine
	A copyrighted, confusing name for an imitation of hematite

	Kidney Ore
	Hematite

	
	

	Pacific Cat's-eye
	Operculum of a sea snail called the Turban Shell

	
	

	Aqua Aura 
	Iridescent bluish to clear stone that is made by coating clear quartz that with a fine layer of gold (or aluminum or copper)

	*Bloodstone
	Chalcedony that is green with red highlights

	Blue Quartz
	Blue Chalcedony

	Cairngorm
	Yellow-brown type of Smoky Quartz. The supply of cairngorm is virtually exhausted, so heat-treated Brazilian amethyst is used as a substitute in Scottish jewelry.

	California Moonstone
	Chalcedony 

	Cape Amethyst
	A form of Amethyst that is layered or striped with milky Quartz

	Cupid's Darts
	Rutilated Quartz

	Fleches d'amour
	Rutilated Quartz

	Frost Agate
	Agate with white markings (that look like frost)

	Griqualandite
	Yellowish-brown to reddish-brown Tiger’s eye that has a silky luster from Griqualand, South Africa

	Heliotrope
	Bloodstone Chalcedony that is green with red highlights

	Jasperine
	Banded Jasper

	
	

	Ametrine
	A mixture of Amethyst and Citrine, it is partially purple and partially orange-yellow

	Jasperized Wood
	Petrified Wood

	Moukaite
	Jasper from Australia, the color varies from red-browns to pinks, with gold and white bands

	Oriental Amethyst
	Sapphire or Spinel

	Oriental Cat's-eye
	Tigereye

	Ouro verde
	Type of transparent Quartz crystal from Brazil, irradiated to give it its pale, golden-green color

	
	

	*Rock crystal
	Manufactured glass or Quartz Crystal

	Rose de France
	Pale color of Amethyst

	Rose Opal
	Red to pink type of Opal

	*Rutilated Quartz
	Quartz containing long, fine needles of rutile crystals (titanium dioxide)

	Sapphire Quartz
	Blue Chalcedony

	Seftonite
	Translucent, moss green type of Chalcedony, found in South Africa and North America

	*Tourmalinated Quartz
	Transparent Q that has needle-like inclusions of black to dark green Tourmaline crystals

	Vabanite
	brown-red jasper w/ yellow flecks found in California, USA

	Venus' Hair Stone
	Rutilated Quartz

	Xyloid Jasper
	Petrified Wood

	
	

	Arctic Opal
	Blue-green stone that is a mixture of azurite and malachite. It is mined in the Wrangle Mountains and the Chugach Mountains of Alaska, USA

	Chinese Opal
	Pearl Opal , Moonstone, or white Chalcedony.

	Contra luz Opal
	Transparent Opals that show a brilliant play of iridescence only when light shines through the stone

	Girasol
	Yellow or orange precious opal the play of colors seems to come from within the stone, like a floating light, and seems to follow the light source

	Hyacinth Opal
	Yellow or orange precious opal the play of colors seems to come from within the stone, like a floating light, and seems to follow the light source

	Pearl Opal
	Organic stone that forms in damaged nodes of bamboo plants

	Prase Opal
	Green Opal

	Rumanite
	Opal from Romania

	
	

	*Acroite
	A rare, colorless variety of tourmaline

	Ceylon Schysolite
	Tourmaline

	Indicolite
	Green to blue-green variety of tourmaline

	Rubellite /Rubelite
	Red Tourmaline

	Schorl/Schorlite
	Black Tourmaline

	*Watermelon Tourmaline
	Tourmaline with Pink centre & Green Outer ring

	
	

	Flowering Obsidian
	Snowflake Obsidian

	Helenite
	Manmade green Glass made from "rock dust" (not volcanic ash) taken from Mt. St. Helens volcano, Washington state

	Montana Jet
	Obsidian

	Rainbow Obsidian
	Iridescent Obsidian

	Volcanic Glass
	Obsidian

	Xaga
	Obsidian found in California, USA

	
	

	Black Moonstone
	A type of labradorite and not true moonstone.

	Spectrolite
	Finnish Labradorite

	
	

	Black Star of India
	Black Star diopside

	
	

	Arizona Spinel
	Garnet

	Gahnospinel
	Rare blue Spinel stone that is high in zinc and magnesium

	Ruby Spinel/Spinel Ruby
	Red Spinel

	
	

	
	


*these are also correct names of stones, when applied to the correct material.

